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Football
WOMEN’S CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Group C

P W D L F A GD Pts
Bayern Munich 2 2 0 0 7 2 +5 6
Arsenal 2 1 0 1 6 6 0 3
Juventus 2 1 0 1 1 2 1 3
Valerenga 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0
Arsenal (2)4 Valerenga n1
Fox 2, Foord 29 Tvedten 35
Caldentey 85, Russo 90+3
Juventus (0)0 Bayern Munich (1)2

Dallmann 18, Harder 73

GroupD

P W D L F A GD Pts
Manchester City 2 2 0 0 5 2 +3 6
Barcelona 2 1 0 1 9 2 +7 3
Hammarby 2 1. 0 1 2 9 -7 3
St. Polten o 0 2 2 5 -3 0
Barcelona (3)9 Hammarby 0o
Hansen 10 75, Pina 24 58
Putellas 45, Leon 53
Pajor 72, Brugts 86
Rolfo 90pen
St. Pdlten (1)2  Manchester City (13
Brunnthaler 40 Kennedy 5
Dubcova 53 Fujino 57, Fowler 80

HIGHLAND LEAGUE
Buckie Thistle L Nairn County L; Fraserburgh L Formartine L

LOWLAND LEAGUE

Berwick P Hearts Il P; Bo’ness 0 Broxburn 2; Broomhill 2
Albion 2; Celtic Il 4 Gretna 2008 0; Cumbernauld Colts 1
CS Strollers 2; East Kilbride 8 Cowdenbeath 3;

East Stirlingshire 1 Linlithgow Rose 0; Gala Fairydean 1
Tranent 2; Stirling University 1 Caledonian Braves 1

CONMEBOL WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS

Argentina 6 Bolivia 0; Brazil 4 Peru 0; Paraguay 2 Venezuela
1; Uruguay 0 Ecuador 0

Cricket

FIRST MEN'S TEST (first day of five)
Bengaluru India v New Zealand. No play due to rain.

Tennis

WTA KINOSHITA GROUP JAPAN OPEN (Osaka)

Second round: S Lamens (Neth) bt L Bronzetti (It) 6-3 6-4;
E Lys (Ger) bt M Kessler (US) 7-6 (9-7) 3-6 7-5; C Tauson
(Den) bt H Dart (GB) 6-3 6-2; A lto (Jpn) bt E Cocciaretto
(It)6-46-3

WTA NINGBO OPEN (China)

First round: K Muchova (Cz) bt O Gadecki (Aus) 6-3 7-5;
Yuan Y (Chn) bt A Tomljanovic (Aus) 6-4 6-2

Second round: S Lamens (Neth) bt L Bronzetti (It) 6-3 6-4;
E Lys (Ger) bt M Kessler (US) 7-6 (9-7) 3-6 7-5; C Tauson
(Den) bt H Dart (GB) 6-3 6-2; A Ito (Jpn) bt E Cocciaretto
(It) 6-4 6-3; Y Putintseva (Kaz) bt E Seidel (Ger) 6-4 6-4;
D Kasatkina (Rus) bt K Siniakova (Cz) 1-6 6-3 6-2;

M Andreeva (Rus) bt T Korpatsch (Ger) 6-0 6-4; P Badosa
(Sp) bt Wang X (Chn) 6-7 (4-7) 6-16-2

ATP ALMATY OPEN (Kazakhstan)

First round: A Vukic (Aus) bt J Duckworth (Aus) 6-4 7-5;
T Machac (Cz) bt T Skatov (Kaz) 6-3 6-4

Second round: F Cerundolo (Arg) bt J Engel (Ger) 6-4 7-6
(7-3); G Diallo (Can) bt B Coric (Cro) 7-6 (7-1) 6-4;

A Tabilo (Chl) bt M Marterer (Ger) 6-2 6-4; A Shevchenko
(Kaz) bt A Karatsev (Rus) 6-1 6-7 (5-7) 7-5

ATP BNP PARIBAS NORDIC OPEN (Stockholm, Sweden)
First round: A Davidovich Fokina (Sp) bt T Tirante (Arg)
7-6(7-2) 6-2; S Wawrinka (Swi) bt B Nakashima (US) 6-4
6-4; QHalys (Fr) bt S Nagal (Ind) 6-0 6-4

Second round: T Griekspoor (Neth) bt J Fearnley (GB) 7-6
(7-0) 6-3; D Stricker (Swi) bt M Berrettini (It) 7-6 (8-6)
6-4; C Ruud (Nor) bt L Sonego (It) 6-3 7-6 (7-3); T Paul
(US) bt L Djere (Ser) 6-2 7-6 (7-2)

Darts
PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 28 (Wigan)

Semi-finals: J Rock (NI) bt D van Duijvenbode (Neth) 7-6;
W Plaisier (Neth) bt D Noppert (Neth) 7-5

Final: W Plaisier (Neth) bt J Rock (NI) 8-7

Fixtures

Football (8pm unless stated)

Women’s Champions League

Group A Galatasaray v Roma (5.45pm); Wolfsburg v Lyon.
Group B Real Madrid v Celtic (5.45pm); Twente v Chelsea
Sky Bet League One

Shrewsbury v Exeter

Cricket

Women’s T20 World Cup

Semi-final Australia v South Africa, Dubai (3pm)

Third Men’s Twenty20 International

Sri Lanka v West Indies, Dambulla (2.30pm)

|
Greg Wood's racing tips

Carlisle 1.22 Knomorediamonds 1.57 The Churchill Lad
2.32 Disco Annie 3.07 Woodland Park 3.42
Abuffalosoldier 4.15 Irish Lullaby 4.50 Five Dollar Fine
5.22 Jet To Vegas; Brighton 1.30 Tommytwohoots 2.05
Mini Mac 2.40 Bear Island 3.15 On Song 3.50 Little Tiger
4.20 Otago 4.55 Dequinto; Wincanton 1.43 Vaguely
Royal 2.18 The Bold Thady 2.53 Lord Accord 3.28 Tout
Sur Moi (nb) 4.03 Diplomatie 4.40 Wreckless Eric 5.15
School for Scandal; Southwell 4.25 Shaha 5.00 Papa
Don’t Preach 5.30 Chiringita 6.00 Brave Byreflection
6.30 Spirit Of Applause 7.00 Zero Carbon 7.30 Embarked
8.00 Sharp Distinction 8.30 Storm Asset; Chelmsford
4.35 Devil's Advocate 5.10 Early Morning Dew 5.45 H Key
Lails (nap) 6.15 Profitman 6.45 How Impressive

7.15 Simiyann 7.45 Rebel Path 8.15 Cabeza De Llave

Sport
Football

‘Jiirgen knows me
inside out. He'll always
be there to give advice’

Pepijn Lijnders on the switch
from Liverpool assistant to
Salzburg head coach -and
what he thinks of Arne Slot

Arthur Renard

fter four months as
Red Bull Salzburg’s
head coach Pepijn
Lijnders has
experienced a wide
range of emotions.
Jiirgen Klopp’s former Liverpool
assistant won six and drew two of
his first eight games but has since
overseen a challenging period
that hasincluded three heavy
defeats. Not that it has lessened his
determination. This job has, after
all, been along time in the making.

From the moment it was
announced in January that
Klopp and Lijnders would leave
Anfield at the end of the season,
the Dutchman was open to offers
and a few clubs were invited to
his house in Formby to explain
their ideas. Salzburg were among
them and it was not their first
attempt to lure him.

“They had shown an interest the
summer before and [this year] soon
the choice was clear in my head
that I wanted to go to Salzburg,” the
41-year-old says. “What appealed

to me was their academy, football
philosophy and the idea to start an
adventure in a new country, with a
new language and new people.”

Lijnders, who had been
instrumental in helping youngsters
such as Trent Alexander-Arnold
settle in Liverpool’s first team,
wanted a club where the focus was
on drafting in youth. But Salzburg
told him he could also add certain
elements to their pressing style.

“I’m also a strong proponent of
high intensity and counterpressing
butIalsohaveavery clearidea how
we want to play with the ball,” he
says. “We went through a similar
development at Liverpool, where
opponents increasingly adapted
themselves, which meant you had
to look for solutions with the ball.
Salzburg made it clear they wanted
to develop their game with the ball,
so that was the task, without losing
track of the pressing.”

Avyear earlier Lijnders had
chosen to stay with Klopp at
Liverpool. “We had just come
off atough season, although we
won seven of the last nine games,
which qualified us for the Europa
League,” he says. “That summer
we said to each other to do another
season and then to make our minds
up in January. But soon it became
clear that this was going to be our
last season, and that decision came
in a period where things were
actually going really well.”

4 Pep Lijnders believes

in his methods despite a
recent downturn in results
SERGEI GAPON/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

It meant leaving two years
before their contracts were due
to expire. “Jiirgen was looking for
asabbatical, to have real time for
family and friends, and for me it felt
the right moment to become head
coach, so that coincided well.” They
thought about announcing the
news in December but informed
the world a month later. “We didn’t
want to spoil the Christmas of the
Liverpool fans,” Lijnders jokes.

He and Klopp are due to cross
paths again soon, the German
having been appointed by Red Bull
as its global head of soccer. From
January Klopp will advise its clubs
on playing philosophy, transfer
strategy and coaching development.

“I’m very happy for Red Bull
they have been able to sign
Jiirgen because he has been such an
icon as manager,” Lijnders says. “He
will provide those clubs with a very
strong identity in terms of playing
style, leadership and humanity.”
Lijnders emphasises that Salzburg
are their own club and make
their own decisions, but says his
relationship with Klopp will not
really change anyway. “We will
always be close to each other; he will
always be there to reach out with a
helping hand and to give advice.”

At Liverpool Klopp was very open
to Lijnders’ ideas and it created a
deep mutual trust. “He’s someone
who knows me inside out; he knows
exactly what’s going on and how

()

I’'m feeling,” Lijnders says. “He’s
someone with so much experience
and knowledge. If Ineed him, I can
always give him a call.”

Recent weeks have been testing
for Lijnders, with three defeats,
two wins and one draw in the past
six games. Salzburg lost to Sparta
Prague and Brest in the Champions
League and were beaten 5-0 by
Sturm Graz in their most recent
match, in the Austrian Bundesliga.

“To qualify for the Champions
League was a big success but it
creates a massive challenge for our
young squad,” Lijnders says. He
says the group are “very eager to
learn and full of talent” but that
injuries to players such as Maurits
Kjaergaard, Aleksa Terzic and
Daouda Guindo have taken a toll.

Games coming thick and fast
meant Lijnders did not have much
time for training, but he sees light
at the end of the tunnel. “Luckily
we have almost everyone back,” he
says. To instil patterns Salzburg’s
players are subjected to specific
exercises and drills. “Every week we
do counterpress rondos, where three
teams of three players play a six-
versus-three game. The team which
loses the ball has to get in the middle
and becomes the chasing pack.
That drill is about responsiveness.

“We also do seven-versus-six
games, which are played over the
length of the pitch and where each
team defends the halfway line.

I have one team which has one
player less, because that requires
better coordination between them,
while they have toreach a higher
concentration to play the press.”

In 2018 he switched from
Liverpool to take the helm at NEC,
but was sacked - and returned to
Merseyside - when they failed to
win promotion to the Eredivisie.
This time, the transition from
assistant to head coach felt natural,
Lijnders says. “I have waited long to
make this step and I really enjoy it. I
love coaching and I really like to be
on the pitch every day. That is the
beauty of this job, to help players
improve and make the team better.”

There is continuity as well as
difference. “At Liverpool I was
preparing and executing training
sessions, so I felt responsible for how
the team was playing. Ilike having
the sole responsibility now, though,
and making all the decisions,
knowing it falls on my shoulders
instead of someone else’s.”

Last season Lijnders experienced
winning a trophy with a young
team when a Liverpool side full
of academy players secured the
Carabao Cup. “It was a dream come
true. To play a final at Wembley
with homegrown talent was
fantastic, with the fans going wild
and cheering us to victory.”

Lijnders is happy to see Liverpool
have continued their positive
trajectory under Arne Slot but says
he played no part in his compatriot
getting the job. He knows Slot well
and feels the 46-year-old is well
suited. “Arne knows exactly what
he wants and that’s his strength.
He’s doing an amazing job. And it’s
great to see that the group is still so
hungry and showing its potential to
keep developing.” He sees similar
virtues at his Salzburg team. Now
he hopes to reap the rewards of the
seeds he has sown.



